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Background
Jagdishpur Reservoir lies in the terai of central Nepal, west of 
the famous Lumbini area, a world heritage site and is part of 
the Important Bird Area (IBA) network of Nepal. This Reservoir 
is currently the largest reservoir in the country with a core 
area of 157 ha, and with surrounding wetlands the area is 
approximately 225 ha. It was constructed for the purpose of 
irrigation over the location of Jakhira Lake and surrounding 
agricultural land in the early 1970s. The construction of a 
rock-fill dyke took place in the early 1980s. The water in the 
Reservoir is fed from the nearby Banganga River that has a 
catchment area in the Churia Hills. Incoming suspended silts 
and nutrients are deposited in the reservoir mouth. The water 
depth at the reservoir’s deepest point varies from a maximum 
of 5 - 7 metres to a minimum of 2 -3 metres. The reservoir is 
surrounded by cultivated land and there are two smaller lakes 
known as Sagarhawa and Niglihawa situated in the area that 
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serve as a buffer habitat for bird movements. The wetland area 
was declared a Ramsar Site in 2003 mainly on the basis of 
migratory waterbirds and threatened mammals found in the 
area.

Even after the declaration of the lake as a Ramsar Site, 
communication and coordination between the line agencies 
of the government have been lacking. This has resulted great 
difficulties in maintaining site’s importance as a Ramsar Site. 
There is no one management plan agreed by all parties to 
conserve and manage the lake. More surveys and continuous 
monitoring mechanism should be established to find out 
the changes in the Ramsar site because of human induced 
actiivities and natural process. Since 2007 BCN has been 
actively involved in wetland biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable livelihood benefit at Jagdishpur.

Jagdishpur Lake
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Values of Jagdishpur Lake to Local 
Communities
The lake is under the management authority of Department 
of irrigation. The surrounding areas are privately owned. 
An estimated 1000 families live in the Niglihawa Village 
Development Committee (VDC), and Jadishpur Lake is part of 
the VDC. Nearly 2000 people live in the immediate vicinity 
of the lake within 500m radius. The majority of people living 
in the area are from Tharu, Yadav and Muslim communities. 
There are also hill tribes eg Brahmin, Chhetris, Gurungs, Magars 
and others. Most villagers that live in the adjacent area are 
poor farmers. Current uses of the reservoir by the local people 
include fishing, grazing, fuel wood and fodder collection, 
domestic use (e.g. laundry, bathing), harvesting of wetland 
products, recreation (e.g. picnic, boating) and supply of water 
for irrigation in 6,200 ha of surrounding cultivated land. Its 
surroundings are mainly used for farming. The reservoir dyke 
is used as a road especially during monsoon when the site is 
flooded lower down. Feeder and outlet canals are used for 
swimming by the local people and their livestock. 

Natural Resources 
Plants
The vegetation is mainly in a submerged succession stage 
with patches of floating species and reed swamp formations. 
Marsh meadows and extensive mudflat fringed by marsh lies 
in the northern part. The terrestrial vegetation is dominated 
by sisoo Dalbergia sisoo and khair Acacia catechu along
the dyke. The wetland vegetation consists of morning glory 
Ipomea carnea spp. fistulosa and cattail Typha angustifolia.
The aquatic vegetation is represented by extensive coverage of 
floating leaf species mainly lotus Nelumbo nucifera followed
by wild rice Hygrorhiza aristata and pondweed Potamogeton
nodosus. The free floating species include water velvet Azolla
imbricata and duckweed Lemna spp. The abundant submerged 
species include water nymph Naja minor, hydrilla Hydrilla
verticillata and hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum. The site 
provides shelter for an assemblage of some rare conservation 
importance species of plants, which include threatened 
Serpentine Rauvolfia serpentine, pondweed Potamogeton
lucens, and lotus Nelumbo nucifera.

Animals
BirdLife International has identified Jagdishpur as an Important 
Bird Area (IBA) because of its international importance for 
threatened species and their habitat conservation (Baral and 
Inskipp 2005). BCN has been carrying out bird surveys in the 
area for a long time. The reservoir is surrounded by smaller 
lakes (e.g. Sagarhawa and Niglihawa) serving as a buffer zone 
for bird movements of nearly 150 recorded species (BCN 2008) 
which is a significant increase from 43, the number given on 
the Ramsar Information Sheet (RIS) but many more species 
are likely to occur. The site provides an important habitat for 
resident, wintering and passage migrant, wetland and small 
passerine birds. Noteworthy are the grebes, cormorants, herons 
and egrets, storks, ducks and geese, terns and gulls, birds of 
prey, rails, coot and waterhens, jacanas, as well as cranes and 
kingfishers. Eight globally threatened and near threatened bird 
species have been recorded including White-rumped Vulture 
Gyps bengalensis, Slender-billed Vulture Gyps tenuirostris,
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus, Greater Spotted 
Eagle Aquila clanga, Indian Spotted Eagle Aquila hastata,

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus and the tallest 
of all the flying birds, Sarus Crane Grus antigone.

A total of 39 fish species has been recorded in the 
Reservoir (BCN 2008). This represents 12 families 
and 7 orders including lowland Terai endemics 
e.g. Notopterus notopterus, Oxygaster bacaila,
threatened Puntius chola and common species being 
prey for waders and water birds Dhawai, Piruwa, 
Tilwa, Sidhari, Thothana, Kauwa, Chanari, Khesti are
recorded in the reservoir.

As many as 30 species of reptiles and 8 species of 
amphibians have been recorded in the reservoir 
area (BCN 2008). These include Bengal Varanus
bengalensis and Golden Monitors V. flavescens,
Burmese Rock Python Python molurus bivittatus,

Maskey’s Burrowing Frog Sphaerotheca maskeyi, Ornate Rice 
Frog Microhyla ornata etc. A year round survey will yield 
more species in the area.

Due to its position being surrounded by cultivated land and 
its moderate size, it is not a suitable site for large mammal 
conservation. Though it supports small population of Smooth-
coated Otter Lutrogale perspicillata and other common 
species such as Jungle Cat Felis chaus, Golden Jackal Canis
aureus, Indian Fox Vulpes bengalensis etc. Otter is the only 
wetland dependent mammal recorded here. A dozen terrestrial 
mammals and some unidentified bats have been reported from 
here.

Conservation Issues
Threats and problems to the site include hunting, disturbance, 
deposition of aquatic macrophytes, water pollution from 
agricultural chemicals (fertilizers and pesticides), and invasive 
alien species such as Eichhornia crassipes, Mikania micrantha 
and other aquatic macrophytes (particularly of lotus, water 
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nymph and hornwort), water hyacinth etc. Since 2007, the 
lake was given on contract for 10 years for commercial fish 
farming. Recently the fish farming has been extended to the 
entire lake area. Fish farming practice is mainly done with 
exotic carp species which grow fast and have better economic 
value than the local varieties. At least 10 boats are in the lake 
for fishing purpose and 19 people have been employed by the 
fish farmers. The way fish farming is done with exotic species, 
using long nets with fine mesh, and continuous disturbance 
by the boats and fishermen all throughout the lake, the 
value of the site as Ramsar has been severely affected. Initial 
observations indicate that there may be already decline in bird 
populations.

Recent studies have shown that the lake can act as an important 
staging point for many waterbirds on northsouth migration. 
Unfortunately both the birds and the lake are vulnerable and 
mismanaged. Many birds that rest and roost at Jagdishpur 
lake go out to cultivated lands for feeding and other activities 
hence a human bird conflict also exists. 

There is also a clear need for more consultation, communication 
and coordination between the major stakeholders in the area:  
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
(DNPWC), the administrative authority for Ramsar Sites, 
Department of Irrigation (DoI), the management authority, 
Department of Forest, the department that can work to 
administer Ramsar Site on behalf of the DNPWC, Water 
Users’ Committee, a legal entity recognised by the DoI for the 
purpose of irrigation.

Ramsar Small Grant Support 
Recently with the endorsement of DNPWC (Ramsar 
administrative authority in Nepal), BCN received a small 
grant funding from Ramsar secretariat for sustainable wetland 
management for people and wildlife at Jagdishpur. The main 
objectives of the project are:

To improve understanding of wetland values that could 
be used for local communities in Jagdishpur Reservoir 
area;
To improve understanding of problems and threats to 
livelihoods of wetland-dependent local people;
To enhance skills of local communities for alternative 
income generation.
To establish micro credit financing.

This support has been highly beneficial in developing 
coordination among all the concerned authorities and the 
local people in conservation and sustainable use of Jagdishpur 
Lake as well as maintaining its value as a Ramsar site. 

Partnership for Conservation Action
BCN has a policy to work with local conservation groups (LCGs) 
to execute conservation activities in any area especially for 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs). BCN identifies such organisation 
and terms the group as Site Support Group (SSG). BCN does 
not have enough resources to safeguard all the IBAs (eight of 

which are /or include Ramsar Sites of Nepal) and also it is 
effective and economical to build capacity of SSG to safeguard 
the sites, After all conservation of any site is best done by the 
locals living in the area. Jagdishpur Lake Conservation and 

Tourism Promotion Centre (JLCTPC) is such NGO working in 
the area and we have identified them as a local partner. They 
do most of the local coordination work. We however keep 
more technical subject to ourselves and share those with local 
people in village level meetings organised by the SSG. We 
have now built a very good working relation with this SSG. 
This practice has benefits in all scenarios and seems to be 
the only way for a long term conservation of such important 
sites.

Other partners include the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation who are informed of all activities. There 
is very little coordination with Department of Irrigation who 
manage the lake and through this project we would like to 
bring them and associated organisations for more active role 
in managing lake for birds and biodiversity.

Project Achievements
Support received from the Ramsar small grant fund have 
enabled a better understanding of the values wetlands bring to 
local people , and has helped to identify activities that helps 
local communities use their wetland resources more wisely.

The construction of the lake has displaced many families from 
the area who got benefits from the wetlands to sustain their 
livelihoods. Displaced families received little compensation 
but were not enough to sustain with the amount received as 
part of compensation. Most families were relocated around 
the periphery of the reservoir.

Because they lost land and could not earn sufficient income 
many are still living in basic condition. Bird hunting and fishing 
rights have been taken away which used to be regular income 
for these families. Therefore local people and especially the 
displaced families would like to have some sources of income 
to sustain their families.
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Since Jagdishpur is not so far from Lumbini, the fourth 

largest tourist destination in the country hence there is a 

great opportunity for ecotourism promotion from already 

existing cultural tourism. The project has already initiated on 

developing tourism plan for Jagdishpur. 

The Way Forward
BCN has received a follow up grant from Danone-Evian 

through Ramsar for continuation of the project. Education and 

awareness, visitor centre setup, enhancing the cooperative and 

eco tourism promotion activities will be the key component of 

this project. We will also focus on RIS update and a better 

coordination between the Department of Forestry, Department 

of Irrigation and Department of National Parks and Wildlife 

Conservation for improved management of the Lake.

With support from IUCN Nepal, the local SSG bought 5 boats 

and erected two incomplete structures by the lake. Boats were 

in operation for 9 months after that they all got broken and 

now not in operation. Although there is a plan by them to 

complete the structure and start boating again, this has not 

been materialised. There is also a plan to build a statue on 

a central manmade island in the lake so that visitors can go 

there and have picnic. We would like to use the incomplete 

structure turn into visitor centre with rennovation and limit 

the activities of boat. We are also advising the locals that we 

can develop tourism in the fringes of the reservoir rather than 

on the lake especially using the islands to have statue and a 

picnic spot. The island provides a good breeding ground for 

birds and a good refuge for other animals in winter time.

The most secure and sustainable conservation of the wetlands 

will be when economic returns from the wetlands start 

enriching the local communities. Handing over management 

authority of common property to the local is also very important 

for the long term conservation as there is success story of the 

community forestry programme in Nepal. No such practice 

has been initiated for wetland conservation. 
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In order to support the income generating activities of these 

poor wetland dependent communities, a Cooperative has 

been set up which initially have a capital worth Rs. 5,00,000/-. 

A cooperative is recognised by Nepal government, has good 

mechanism to monitor activities and from the experience 

elsewhere in the country has flourished hugely. As part of 

the programme, BCN intends to buy shares for several poor 

community members in the initial phase. BCN will setup a 

mechanism to include 100 poor families as a shareholder of 

the cooperative and maximize the benefit to them. Later it is 

envisaged that these community members will see the benefits 

coming from the cooperative and invest more money from their 

own resources. Being part or member of the coooperative, 

community members are eligible for taking loans on smaller 

interest rates if they wish to start small scale income generating 

activities. Only those income generating activities which do 

not bring negative impact to the wetland will be supported 

through the cooperative. The cooperative will also setup a 

biodiversity conservation fund. This set up titled as ‘Jagdishpur 

lake conservation and multipurpose cooperative’ is the first 

and the only one in Jagdishpur area. 

Considering the tremendous basket weaving skill of local 

women of Jagdishpur from local wetland resource munj,

BCN carried a market survey in nearby towns and other 

largest tourist destination. There is a very high market value 

of basket and other decorative items of munj so the project 

has been successfully supporting for further enhancing their 

skills by providing more intensive trainings on various items. 

A marketing strategy has also been developed. In addition to 

this, training on bamboo craft has also been provided to utilise 

the local resource in benefiting their economy. 
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We camped on the shores of Phoksundo Lake at around 3600 
m on the night of 27 September 2008. We had trekked from 
Juphal airstrip via Tarakot, Dho Tarap, the Numa La and the 
Baga La to reach this beautiful spot. It had been tough at 
times with quite a lot of rain early on in the trek and we were 
delighted to reach this amazing turquoise blue lake. On the 
following morning while I went to register us at the National 
Park office, Joni relaxed near the tent and spotted an unusual 
bird not far from the shore. As soon as I returned she pointed it 
out and we watched it for more than an hour. It was swimming 
in small circles and eating insects from the surface. We 
searched through our battered and well-used copy of Birds of 
Nepal by Fleming, Fleming and Bangdel (1984) but there was 
nothing illustrated which looked anything like it. 

We took some notes. Size was smaller than a Eurasian 
Blackbird Turdus merula, thin dark bill, black and brown on 
the back, white underneath, black on top of the head, black 
eye-stripe. Back to the book; this time to the additions section 
in the back. There was a description of a rarity noted from 
Rara Lake – not too far away really and at a similar altitude 
of 3050 m.

“Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus. Scarce; noted 
from Rara Lake, Mugu District, apparently on migration. 
A small gray bird with thin black bill. Feeds by actively 
swimming, often in circles, picking at insect prey. Discovered 
in Nepal in 1982 by D Pritchard and D Brearey. Breeds N 
Asia and Alaska, winters along coastlines nearly world-wide 
(Fleming et al. 1984).”

The behaviour and description fitted it exactly but there was 
no picture to confirm it. We continued our trek back down the 
wonderful valley to Sulighat, Juphal and on to Nepalgunj and 
Bardia National Park. There we had a fantastic bird guide Ram 
Shahi from Nepal Wildlife Resort, who lent us various books 
and reports from Bird Conservation Nepal. However, we had 
to wait until Kathmandu to find a picture. Pilgrim’s Bookshop 
in Thamel allowed us to browse their shelves and in the Birds 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus sighting at 
Phoksundo Lake, Dolpo
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of the Indian Subcontinent by Richard Grimmett, Carol and
Tim Inskipp (1998) we found an illustration which confirmed 
that what we had seen was a Red-necked Phalarope. We 
telephoned Dr Hem Sagar Baral of Bird Conservation Nepal, 
who confirmed that it was indeed a rarity and kindly found 
the time to welcome us to his office on the eve of the Dashain 
festival. It was interesting to learn that he had spent time near 
our home on the west coast of Scotland working for the RSPB 
as a volunteer. This sighting was the second record for the 
country (Inskipp and Inskipp 1991) and a new bird for Shey 
Phoksundo National Park (Hem Sagar Baral verbally 2008).

We now know that small numbers (20 to 30 pairs) of these 
birds breed close to us on the Western and Northern Isles of 
Scotland; the only part of the UK where they breed. Birds are 
also seen in the UK on passage in the autumn, usually along 
the east coast. These migrants travel long distances from their 
Arctic breeding grounds to winter in tropical seas around the 
globe. We shall certainly be watching out for them in the 
future!

Our trek was superbly organised by Pasang Dawa Sherpa of 
Sherpa Adventure Travel and guided by our friend and guide 
over many adventures in Nepal, Dendi Sherpa from Khola 
Karka in the Okhaldunga District.

References:
Fleming, R. L. Sr, Fleming, R. L. Jr and Bangdel, L. S. 1984. 
Birds of Nepal. Third edition. Avalok, Kathmandu.

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C. and Inskipp, T. 1998. Birds of the 
Indian Subcontinent. Christopher Helm, London, UK.

Inskipp, C. and Inskipp, T. 1991. A guide to the birds of Nepal. 
Second edition. Christopher Helm, London.

bluefield2@googlemail.com

Secretary) of DNPWC for their advice and support. We warmly 

thank all members of Jagdishpur Lake Conservation and 

Tourism Promotion Centre (JLCTPC) for their full cooperation 

at the local level.  We are also thankful to Dr Madhav Shrestha 

and his team, Prof. Karan B. Shah, Dr Mohan Siwakoti and 

Dinesh Giri for supporting us in updating the scientific data. 

References:
Baral, H. S. and Inskipp, C. 2005. Important Bird Areas in 

Nepal. Key Sites for Conservation. Bird Conservation Nepal 

and BirdLife International, Kathmandu and Cambridge

Bird Conservation Nepal 2008. A final Jagdishpur project 

report submitted to the Ramsar Secretariat. An unpublished 

report.

Bird Conservation Nepal, PO Box 12465



B I R D   C O N S E R V A T I O N   N E P A L   -   N E W S L E T T E R66

This is the annual report of the Nepal Rare Birds Committee 
2008. It includes accepted records of all firsts for Nepal and 
those recorded less than five times in Nepal. 

The committee’s decisions have been fully recorded in a way 
that we believe, can be justified if in future, ornithologists 
review our decisions. Records are only accepted if at least six 
of the seven committee members agree with the identification. 
All observers are informed about the committee’s decisions 
as soon as possible after they have submitted records. BCN 
welcomes any comments or suggestions on the formation and 
running of the Nepal Rare Birds Committee.

Currently the committee members are Dr Hem Sagar Baral, 
Tika Ram Giri, Dhan Bahadur Chaudhary, Carol Inskipp, Tim 
Inskipp, Hem Subedi and myself acting as the committee’s 
Chair person.

The aims of the committee are to have a system of maintaining 
an official Nepal list that is accepted by ornithologists and 
birdwatchers throughout Nepal and internationally and to 
ensure that fair credit and acknowledgement are given to all 
observers concerned. 

The committee is grateful to all observers who have sent in 
records for consideration to date. We would much appreciate 
receiving details of any other records for 2008 as well as 
records in the future or from previous years. When submitting 
records we request observers to use the records form, which 
is available in Nepal as well as in English. To recieve an 
electronic record form please write to bcn@mail.com.np or 
visit the office at Lazimpat  Ph.No. 4417805  or download it 
from the website which is www.birdlifenepal.org

Taxonomy and nomenclature follow An Annotated Checklist 
of the Birds of the Oriental Region by Tim Inskipp, Nigel 

Lindsey and William Duckworth (1996), Oriental Bird Club, 
Sandy, UK.

Syke’s Nightjar Caprimulgus mahrattensis Breeds in 
Pakistan and NW India, winters in south and C India. 
A single bird was recorded about 3 km south of Kosi 
Barrage on 1 January 2008 by Badri Chaudhary, Anis 
Timalsina and Barry McCarthy. Submitted by Mr. Barry 
McCarthy on 15 March 2008. The species was accepted 
as a new species for Nepal! 

Purple-backed Starling Sturnus sturnina The species 
breeds from north-eastern Mongolia to north-eastern 
Russia, northern China and northern Korea, wintering 
in SE Asia. Its status in Pakistan and India is described 
as vagrant Grimmett et al. (1998). An adult, was seen
and photographed on 7 May 2008 at 1800hrs and two 
seen on 10 May 2008 at 08:45hrs at  Kushaha, Koshi 
Tappu Wildlife Reserve. Observed by Tika Giri, Badri 
Chaudhary, Anis Timilsina, Mr. R France. Mrs. R France, 
Mr. R Pattison, Neil Stocks, Dr Chris and Som GC. The 
description of the sighting was submitted on 24 May 
2008 and the species was accepted by the committee. It 
was the second record of the species for Nepal.

Vinous-breasted Starling Sturnus burmannica Common
in Myanmar and SE Asia. A single adult was seen and 
photographed on 9 May 2008 at 1810hrs at Madhuban,
Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve. Observation was done
by Tika Giri, Badri Chaudhary, Anis Timilsina, Mrs  R. 
France,  Mr Rod  France, Mr. R Pattison, Mr. Neil Stocks 
and Dr  C  Brown. The record along with the photo was 
submitted on 24 May 2008. The comittee members agree 
that the bird seen was a Vinous-breasted Starling. The 
majority of the committee members doubted its origin 
rendering it an escaped cage bird. More importantly the 
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Donation
BCN welcomes all kinds of support from the interested 

ones. You can even help us by providing us your 

camera, binocular, telescope, scientific equipment 

etc. Further more, we will also be grateful if any one 

provides educational materials for our library. We will 

always acknowledge your contribution towards our 

organisation
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BirdLife International is a global conservation federation 

with a worldwide network of Partner organizations, 

Representatives and committed individuals.

BirdLife International seeks to conserve all bird species 

on earth and their habitats and, through this, it works 

for the world’s biological diversity. It recognizes that 

the problems affecting birds, their habitats and our 

global environment are linked inseparably with social, 

economic and cultural factors and that these can only be 

resolved if human societies function in an ecologically 

sustainable manner and if the needs, welfare and 

aspirations of people form a part of all conservation 

action.

Birds provide BirdLife International with a uniquely 

valuable focus: they are sensitive indicators of biological 

richness and environmental trends and fulfil many key 

ecological functions; they contribute greatly to our 

understanding of natural processes; they are an important 

economic resource; and they have inspired and delighted 

people of many cultures for centuries, which makes them 

excellent ambassadors for the promotion of conservation 

awareness and international collaboration.

BirdLife International pursues a programme of:

= Scientific research and analysis to identify and 

monitor worldwide the most threatened bird species 

and the most critical sites for the conservation of 

avian diversity;

= Advocacy and policy development to promote 

the conservation of birds and biodiversity through 

sustainability in the use of all natural resources;

= Field action and country conservation programmes, 

ranging from community-based land-use and

management projects to species recovery 

programmes benefiting both wildlife and humans;

= Network and capacity building to expand and 

strengthen the global partnership of conservation 

organizations and to promote worldwide interest 

in the conservation of birds and the wider 

environment.

bird recorded in Nepal represents new subspecies which 
is a southern race not the northern race which would 
be what we would be expecting. The record therefore is 
subject to further confirmation.

Blossom-headed Parakeet Psittacula roseata Several
skins collected by B. H. Hodgson in the 19th century
were located in the Natural History Museum, UK in 
1997. Its possible occurrence in Nepal was highlighted 
(Inskipp and Inskipp 1997). More than six were seen 
near Kachhuwani grassland, Chitwan on a silk cotton 
tree Bombax ceiba on 6 January 1999 by B.Mahato and
H. Choudhary (Giri et al. 1999). Four were seen in a 
maize field north of Sukrabare, Koshi Tappu Wildlife 
Reserve with a large flock of Plum-headed Parakeet P.
cyanocephala in May 1999 (no exact date given) by S. 
N. Ghimire, B. Choudhary and Naturetrek group (Giri 
and Choudhary 1999). A male and two females were 
seen in tall grassland near Tiger Tops Tented Camp, 
Royal Chitwan National Park on 15 February 2004 by D. 
B. Choudhary (Inskipp 2005). An adult male and female
was observed on 2 occasions. One on 15 February 
2008, 0910hrs -1030hrs and the second on 20 February  
2008, 0905hrs-1010hrs, 3km west of Machan Wildlife
Resort, Chitwan National Park at 250metres asl. by Som
GC, Dr Hem Sagar Baral and several Naturetrek group 
members. The sighting was accepted by NRBC as the 
fourth sighting for Nepal. The species is recorded from 
very few places in Nepal hence thought rare. The species 
is found in very good numbers west of Machan Wildlife 
Resort, Chitwan National Park and now recorded more 
then 5 times in Nepal. It is a species to watch, record 
and report but will no more require to go through NRBC.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator One adult
female was seen 5 April 2008, 10:15- 10:22 hrs/ 15:05- 
15:09 hrs at Phewa Lake, near Fishtail lodge, Pokhara 
(915 m) by Paul Triggs and Som GC. The record was 
accepted by the NRBC as the fourth record for Nepal.
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been published. This publication is authored and financially 

supported by Mr Mark Mallalieu, a passionate bird watcher who 

has spent 2 years in Nepal as a head of British government’s 

Department for International Development (DFID).

This is the first published checklist of its kind in the country 

that gives details about the date, localities and altitude of the 

bird records of Kathmandu Valley. The list of bird records will 

be of great value to the general public and the scientists.

Kanchenjunga Conservation Area (KCA) Bird 
Survey Report
This publication is prepared for Critical Ecosystem Partnership 

Fund (CEPF). Renowned ornithologist Tim Inskipp and Carol 

Inskipp were in the team of this survey. A total of 246 bird 

species was recorded during the trek, including 185 species in 

the KCA, of which 17 species were new to the Conservation 

Area. A detailed notes on localities and numbers of individuals 

of bird species recorded, altitudes of unusual bird species, 

habitat type and quality, mammal records, and human land 

and natural resource use are well presented in the report. It 

Membership
Mr Manoj Sharma a birding tour operator by profession from 

India joined BCN as a Life Member. He leads bird & wildlife 

tours in India. He is a bibliophile and collects books on 

ornithology.

Dr Shant Raj Jnawali has joined BCN as a Life Member. He is 

the Director of National Trust for Nature Conservation.  He is 

a top rhino expert in Nepal.  He has a long term involvement 

in wildlife conservation. 

Mrs Radha Wagle, Assistant Conservation Officer by 

profession at DNPWC joined BCN as a Life Member. She has 

a keen interest on birds and has been contributing for their 

conservation.

Mr Angnima Tamang  has joined BCN as a  Life Member. He 

is a bee-keeper from Rasuwa. He loves birds and has great 

interest in conservation of birds

Mr Achyut Guragain, adventure tour operator by profession 

has joined BCN as a Life Member. He is a social worker and 

regularly involves in various social activities. He is the President 

of Light for Nepal Children Home, Chairperson of Oshin Child 

Development Centre and Executive Board Member of Nepal 

Association of Tours and Travel Agent(NATTA).

Publication
Kathmandu Bird Report
500 copies of Kathmandu Bird Report (2004-2006) have 
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also includes a comprehensive, updated bird checklist of 330 

bird species for the KCA, annotated with details of all bird 

species recorded in this survey and in previous reports. 

Jagdishpur wetland Conservation Poster 
500 copies of poster on Jagdishpur wetland conservation 

poster has been published with support from Ramsar Small 

Grant Funds and distributed to 

local government offices, schools, 

colleges, community centre, 

tourist areas at Rupendehi and 

Jagdishpur.

Jagdishpur Brochure
1000 copies of English and 2000 

copies of Nepali brochure has 

been published with support from 

Danone Evian which provides 

all the relevant information on 

Jagdishpur Reservior and BCN’s 

conservation effort. The brochures 

have been widely distributed 
among all the stakeholders and the 
local communities.  This has helped 
a lot in generating awareness on 
conservation of Jagdishpur ramsar 
site.

Visitors
Danone volunteer 
Danone volunteer, Cecil Chenu visited Nepal from 11 
August 2008 to 11 November 2008 to assist BCN’s wetland 
conservation project at Jagdishpur. During her stay in Nepal 
she spent most of her time at Jagdishpur. She has supported our 

field assistant Meena Upadhaya 
in conducting education and 
awareness programme to the 
schools students and the local 
communities on Jagdishpur 
wetland conservation.  She has 
also done some surveys on local 
people’s perception towards 
Jagdishpur Reservoir. She also 
worked hard in disseminating 
information on Jagdishpur 
Reservior to the hotel owners 
and other tourism related offices 
in Lumbini and Taulihawa 
for promoting tourism at 
Jagdishpur.

Danone Representative
Danone Representative, Ms 
Nathalie Rizzotti visited BCN 
from 18-25 October 2008 to 
monitor Jagdishpur wetland 
conservation project. A 

monitoring team comprising Jhamark 
Karki, Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation, Nathalie 
Rizzotti, Ramsar Secretariat, Hem 
Sagar Baral, Bird Conservation 
Nepal visited the site. The visit has 
helped to coordinate between the 
other departments eg. Department 
of Irrigation (the management 
authority of the Jagdishpur Lake) and 
Department of Forest (the authority 
through which Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation can potentially 
delegate its Ramsar related 
responsibilities on the ground) 
and the Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation. 
During this occasion a district 
level meeting was held which was 
supported by the project. 
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Staff Appointment 
Mr Deependra Joshi has been appointed as an Executive 
Officer.  He has more than a decade long experience working 
in conservation organisation.  The expertise he brings will 
further help in strengthening BCN.

Ms Meena Upadhaya has been appointed as a Field Assistant 
for Jagdishpur Wetland Conservation project.  She is a local 
resident of Jagdishpur area. 

Meetings, workshops and training 
BirdLife World Conservation Conference and 
Global Partnership meeting
BCN president, Mr Shree Ram Subedi, participated in 
the BirdLife World Conservation Conference and Global 
Partnership meeting held from 22-27 September 2008 at 
Sheraton Convention Centre, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

He shared the practical experience on the IBA monitoring at 

six potential IBAs of Nepal (Koshi Tappu, Lumbini, Phulchoki, 

Mai valley, Kanchenjunga Conservation Area and Jagdishpur) 

in the workshop session on IBA monitoring and indicators: 

progress and lessons learned.

IUCN World Conservation Congress
Conservation Officer, Ms Ishana Thapa, participated in IUCN 

World Conservation Congress held at Barcelona, Spain from 

5-14 October 2008. 

With strong coordination and support of IUCN-NNC members 

Dr Arju Deuba Rana has been elected as a Regional Councilor 

from Asia for the first time in the history of Nepal.

Visit to Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre, 
Pinjore
Tulsi Ram Subedi, Field Biologist of Vulture Conservation 

Program visited Vulture Conservation and Breeding Center 

at Pinjore, Haryana, India along with a team form NTNC 

and DNPWC.  The Pinjore center, run by Bombay Natural 

History Society (BirdLife partner in India) and Haryana Forest 

Department, is the oldest and leading center for Vulture 

research in South Asia. The knowledge and experience 

gained by him during the visit will be of great value in vulture 

conservation efforts in Nepal. This was also a good opportunity 

to promote the Jatayu Restaurant in India.

Project Updates
Vulture Conservation Programme
A repeat survey of veterinary institutions in Nawalparasi, 

Rupandehi and Kapilvastu was carried out. The survey was 

focused on agro-vet institutions and pharmacies that had been 

found to be offending the diclofenac ban. Also inner areas of 

these districts were surveyed. 

Nawalparasi Vulture Restaurant
There is an increase in tourist numbers at the restaurant. With 

this the Jatayu Restaurant Management Committee has formed 

a sub committee for promoting tourism at Jatayu Restaurant 

among tourism entrepreneurs and tourist guides at Sauraha. 

A four-member team from the committee also visited Sauraha 

for tourism promotion. 

National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), and BCN 

jointly organized two interaction workshops in Chitwan 

District. The first workshop was organized at District Forest 

Office, Bharatpur and was attended by the CDO, DFO, Asst 

Warden of Chitwan NP, District Police Chief, Veterinarians 

from Rampur Agricultural College, DEO, District Livestock 

Services, representatives from community forests, fire 

department, pharmacists and medical suppliers. The second 

workshop was held at the Biodiversity Conservation Center, 

Sauraha. DB Chaudhary, Joint Coordinator of JRMC participated 

in a district level policy formulation meeting on biodiversity 

conservation, tourism and NTFP cultivation on 8-9 September 

2008. All these events were an important forum for promoting 

the Jatayu Restaurant at Nawalparasi. 

Gaidahawa Lake Vulture Restaurant, Rupandehi
The Jatayu Restaurant has become fully functional. The most 

vital component of the restaurant (i.e. collection of old cattle, 

their proper care and stringent regulations for check to see if 

they are Diclofenac free, feeding of dead cattle to vultures) has 

begun. Vultures have started to feed at the restaurant. Many 

vultures now roost on trees close to the feeding site and many 

more fly across the area on a daily basis. Sign boards have 

been installed in and around the community area. Design of 

a poster (6ft by 4.5ft) with description and paintings of vulture 
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species found in Nepal for information center has been 

completed.

CEPF Project
Training
A Training on “Participatory Biodiversity Monitoring (PAMEB)” 

was organised for the members of Himali 

Conservation Forum (Site Support 

Group at Kanchenjunga Conservation 

Area IBA) and Community Forest User 

Groups (CFUGs) from 17-18 November 

2008 in the hall of Kanchenjunga 

Conservation Area Management 

Council (KCAMC), Lelep, Taplejung. 

The training was facilitated by Field 

Officer, Mitra Pandey. KCAMC and 

DNPWC office also supported to run 

the programme. 

Micro grant for SSG
BCN has provided micro grant to Himali Conservation 

Forum, a SSG at Kanchenjunga Conservation Area. The 

grant money will be utilised in establishing pictorial boards 

of important bird species in the trekking route of KCA and 

conduct workshops and awareness programme on bird and 

biodiversity conservation. The SSG will also facilitate the 

CFUGs in participatory monitoring of indicator bird species.

NBCN newsletter
500 copies of second issue of NBCN newsletter has been 

published and distributed to the SSGs, CFUGs and other 

relevant local stakeholder.

Koshi Wetland Project
Participatory Biodiversity Monitoring Training
Four day training on Participatory Biodiversity Monitoring 

was organised in November 2008 to the local communities of 

Koshi Tappu Buffer Zone.  The training was very effective in 

capacity building of the local communities in monitoring the 

wild life in their area. 

Establishment of Drop in Centres

As the primary audience for the sustainable wetland 

management advice are people living in the buffer zone, who 

are spread over a wide area, with poor transport infrastructure 

(particularly on the western side of the reserve), a more 

suitable approach is to establish a small number of ‘drop-

in’ centres spread throughout the buffer zone rather than a 

single ‘Wetland Centre’ which is unlikely to deliver a facility 

of high utility to local people. The project has established such 

drop-in wetland centres as part of existing businesses (e.g. tea-

shops, fishing equipment shops), which will enhance their 

sustainability.
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We are honoured to sponsor the publication of Danphe Newsletter for Bird 
Conservation Nepal.

Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge is the ultimate relaxing retreat just outside 
Pokhara. Winner of  several sustainable tourism awards with delightful, 
secluded rooms, award winning cuisine and a fully stocked bar; the lodge 
makes an ideal base for bird watching walks in the surrounding forest and 
farmland. Our bird list stands at some 135 species positively indentified. 
Culture walks and visits to Pokhara are also easily arranged. All rooms have 
attached bathrooms and mountain views.

Special rates are available for Nepalis and expatriate residents at the Lodge 
and at other Tiger Mountain Properties - Tiger Tops Jungle Lodge, Tented 
Camp and Tharu Lodge in Royal Chitwan National Park and Karnali Jungle 

Lodge in Royal Bardia National Park. For high altitude birding expeditions, ask Mountain Travel - the pioneers and leaders of Himalayan trekking.

01 436 1500
reservations@tigermountain.com

GPO box 242, Dhapasi, Ring Road, Kathmandu, Nepal
www.tigermountain.com
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PUBLICATION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS KINDLY SPONSORED BY TIGER MOUNTAIN POKHARA LODGE

Part of the                                               group of companies.

Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN) is the largest and oldest civil 
society organization dedicated to the interests of ornithologists, 
birdwatchers and conservationists in Nepal. It seeks to promote 
an interest in birds among the general public, encourages 
research on bird biology and ecology, identifies the major 
threats to birds’ continued survival, and acts to conserve birds 
and their habitats. It also provides the most authentic information 
on birds and their habitats all over Nepal. 

BCN is a membership based organisation. At present it is 
supported by a Founder President, 18 Patrons, 135 life members 
and several ordinary members. Members are the major strength 
of this organisation and people from various backgrounds 
viz. students, teachers, professionals, bird enthusiasts, 
conservationists, and the general public are involved.

It is committed to educate the public on the value of birds and 
the relationship between birds and people. It has also prioritized 
the significance of peoples participation as future stewardship 
to attain long term conservation goal.

Our staff form the heart of BCN but the lifeline is provided 
by the invaluable contributions of volunteers and supporters. 
Both financial and in-kind support is greatly appreciated and 
we welcome any kind of help that can be offered. For further 
information please write to:

Bird Conservation Nepal
Post Box 12465, Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel 4417805, 4420213,  Fax 0097714413884
Email bcn@mail.com.np
www.birdlifenepal.org

The newsletter is produced quarterly for members of Bird 
Conservation Nepal. The aim of the newsletter is to inform BCN 
members on the recent development of ornithology in Nepal and 
any other relevant news on birds. It is circulated to all members 
free of cost. The individual annual membership is NRs. 200 for 
any SAARC nationals and equivalent Nepali rupees of US$ 10.00 
for others.

Those who would like to donate to or be a member of BCN can 
do so by a direct bank transfer, to the bank details below, or via 
cheque. Cheques should be made payable to Bird Conservation 
Nepal and sent to the address below.

Sunrise Bank Limited, Gairidhara
A/C No: 002 00200026CL
Account Holder: Bird Conservation Nepal
SWIFT CODE: SRBLNPKA

Founder President
Hari Sharan Nepali ‘Kazi’

Patrons
Mr. Karna Shakya, Nepal
Mr. Rajendra Lal Shrestha, Nepal
Miss Michie Kashiwabara, Japan
Mr. Shyam Khattri, Nepal
Field Marshal Sir John Chapple GCB, CBE, DL
Mrs. Nicole Nooren, Netherlands
Mr. Yozo Koshiyama, Japan
Mr. Lalit Jung Lalchan, Nepal
Mr. Bishwa Tuladhar, Nepal
Mr. Tara P. Lama, USA
Mr. Krishna Karki, Nepal
Mr Uttam Raj Kayastha, Nepal
Mr Sarbendra Pachhai, Nepal
Mr Deepak Chettri, Nepal
Dr Joel T. Heinen, USA
Mr Lok Nath Wosti, Japan
Mr Rajendra Gurung, Nepal
Mr Syam Krishna Prasai, Nepal


